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Peace From our House to Yours!
Jesus sent out the seventy to go before him, directing them that, upon entering a
home, they should share the greeting, “Peace to this house” (LK 10:5). The biblical
sense of “peace” is very broad-- well beyond the absence of war or conflict. Here at
Nuevo Camino at Beth-El, we remember together that our peace comes from God in
Jesus Christ. We are called to cultivate and share God’s peace which is: “…
fulfillment, wholeness, harmony, security and well-being.” (The New Catholic
Encyclopedia).
We learn about God’s peace every time we gather in community. Quinceañeras
(both the girl turning 15 and the 15th birthday party) are a cultural and religious

activity celebrated primarily in Mexican and Mexican
communities. We recently gathered to plan a
Quinceañera, including a service of prayer and
gratitude to God in worship and, in this case, a
potluck meal after worship. The young lady lives with
her mother and four siblings and her father lives in
Mexico. A community member asked, “Does she
have a dress”? I said, “we’re working on it”. The
woman said, “I’ll take care of the dress. She doesn’t
know the Quinceañera well, and is currently
unemployed, but shopping for the dress will be a
chance to get to know her and an opportunity to share her own joy and gratefulness
for God’s faithfulness. It was a blessing for me to see our church family sharing love
and food as we celebrated this young lady’s birthday. Her joy was our joy.
We learn about God’s peace every time we gather in community. We recognized 2
High school graduates and children being promoted to middle school and high
school. In our community, most parents did not have the opportunity to complete
high school and many do not speak English. As we gathered to celebrate this
milestone, we prayed for our graduates, for their parents, and for all students. High
school graduations are a big deal!
We learn about God’s peace every time we gather in community. In July, children
and youth at Nuevo Camino at Beth-El attend camp at Cedarkirk and grow in faith
thanks to your donations. Later in the month we will host church groups who will
lead neighborhood children and us in VBS programming about the Good News of
God’s love in Jesus Christ.
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Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your

peace will rest on that person; … (Luke 10:5-6a)

Peace and Blessings,

Rev. Tamara Leonard Lara
Mission Pastor, Nuevo Camino

Members of Nuevo Camino at Beth-El have been working on a dedicated play area
in the back of the sanctuary for children 3 years old and under and their parents
during worship. We now have everything in place except a wooden rocking chair.
For now we’ve placed a couple of chairs in the space. If you have a rocking chair
without upholstery that you can donate please contact the Beth-El Farmworker
Ministry.

Thanks to your donations, dozens of Beth-El children are attending
camp this summer.

Stepping Up for Summer
Summer is here and with that brings new faces at Beth-El. Each week in June,

middle and high school students from Cedarkirk’s Challenge to Change have been
serving our community as well as tackling projects onsite. It has been a delight to
watch their youthful smiles and their willingness to pitch in to complete a variety of
tasks. By summer’s end, you should see some much needed repairs and freshly
painted buildings.
Some of our students in the Step Up for Success Program are preparing for school
in August. Through hard work, financial support from scholarships, and the guidance
of mentors, they are taking their first steps of turning dreams into attainable
goals. Please pray for these exceptional young people.
As our program is growing, so is the need for mentors. Your talent, compassion and
experience can make a difference in someone’s life. Please contact MaryEllen
at outreach@beth-el.org
for more information or to volunteer.
Bendiciones,

MaryEllen Welton Barragán
Community Outreach Manager

Go...Tell

I was asked recently if I only had one passage to preach on for the rest of my life,
what it might be. My response: the short ending of Mark. For those who have not
read it recently, the gospel ends on a cliff hanger, so much so, that we suspect the
early editors of the New Testament tried out a few other endings. Yet, most scholars
agree that Mark’s gospel ends in verse 8: “So they went out and fled from the tomb,
for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.” Certainly, that ending may leave us with less than a comfortable
feeling. So, why would I choose this passage as the singular moment to share? I
believe because in that uncomfortable space, filled with fear and trepidation, God is
at work. Theologian Brian Blount in his commentary on Mark said that this short
ending reads like a soap opera where we (the hearers of this Word) are left to fill in
the blank.
Think about all those times in our life when fear and uncertainty have gotten the
better of us, isn’t it exactly when we surrender and trust that ‘God’s got this’ that our
peace is restored? So, God in Christ through the presence of the Holy Spirit says,
“Go…tell,” and we are filled equally with a measure of both wonder and terror. Isn’t
God cool?
Last year during the mission’s annual meeting I shared my sense of call to return to
pastoral ministry. Throughout this year I have continued to pray and discern what,
and where, God might be calling me to serve. Over time it became clear that this
sense of call was indeed to return to pastoral ministry. On June 3rd I received a call
to serve within the Church of Scotland and have accepted that call.
Throughout this time of discernment, the Beth-El Board of Directors has been
amazingly supportive. It has been an immense joy and blessing to be a part of this
organization. The board, staff, volunteers, and all of you who have faithfully
supported us through the years, in my mind, embody what it means to serve in
Christ’s name.
As I wrestled with this call, the Lord reminded me
over and over again that the ministry of Beth-El
belongs to God. It is as our name states: “The House
of God.” So, as difficult as it is to leave this beloved
ministry, I knowGod’s got this. A new chapter is about
to unfold at Beth-El, and it is up to all of us to "fill in
the blank".
The board and I have decided that my time as the

mission’s executive director will draw to a close in November of this year. This gives
all of us an opportunity for a healthy transition. Over the next few months we will
celebrate the time we have had to journey together and look with enthusiasm to new
opportunities that expand our capacity to support the mind, spirit, and body of our
farm working community and neighbors in need.
It has been my great honor to serve here. I ask for your continued prayers for this
ministry and those we serve.
Dios le bendiga,

Rev. Kathleen (Kathy) Dain
Executive Director

A Message from the Beth-El Board
The Board of Directors is deeply grateful for the highly dedicated ministry of Rev.
Kathy Dain in her four years as Executive Director for Beth-El. Kathy has been a
tireless, faithful, and diligent visionary for the mission, working in a season of
national turmoil for immigrant farmworkers and a season of exciting growth and
difficult change at Beth-El. With support from the Board, Kathy set ambitious goals
for the mission, improving the facilities and efficiency of operations.
She built an effective system of electronic communication and social media
promotion, while developing good public relations with community leaders. Three
exciting initiatives during Kathy’s tenure are the New Warehouse, improving food
distribution; the Health and Wellness Center’s Dental Clinic; and the Step-Up for
Success Program of support, growth, and accountability for young adults, some of
whom are college or trade school scholarship recipients.
Kathy has kept the Board well-informed of her growing sense of call back into parish
ministry. On June 5th, she submitted her resignation, after she received a call to
serve as pastor in the Church of Scotland. While we will miss her when she leaves
in November, we celebrate with her a new adventure and challenge in serving God.
The Executive Board had a teleconference meeting on June 19th to begin a healthy

transition. We hope to employ a new Director in autumn, if possible before Kathy’s
time has ended, so that there is an effective passing of the torch. Given our
appreciation for Kathy’s gifts, we are confident that the members of her kirk and
community will be blessed by her compassion, tenacity, and commitment to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Volunteer of the Month

Emma Donofry has been a part of Beth-El longer than most can remember. Her
infectious smile warmly greets food pantry recipients every Tuesday, and she is often
on hand to help out during the monthly Dental Clinic.

Emma is also an active

member of the worshipping community of Nuevo Camino. Her faithful dedication to
the ministry of Beth-El makes her this month’s Volunteer of Month!

Volunteer Opportunity for the Whole Church Family

We would like to celebrate and support expectant moms by having a gift of new
items for their babies. Would you consider hosting a “baby shower” and making baby
baskets for mothers to be?
Please contact MaryEllen for more information and volunteer opportunities
at outreach@beth-el.org

I would like to become more involved at
Beth-El Mission as a Volunteer:
Step Up for Success Mentor
Food Pantry
Lead VBS
Organize a Workgroup
Organize a Food Drive
Organize a Clothing Drive

I would like to donate $_________
Summer Camp Scholarships
Back to School Program
VBS Supplies
Education Scholarships
Dental Clinic
Food Pantry
Mission's Greatest Need

Volunteer
Opportunities
Beth-El
has
a
number
of
opportunities for volunteers who
would like to share their professional

skills to help improve the quality of
life of our farm working families,
including:

Thanks Covenant Day School, NC. for
helping out at Beth-El! It takes about 50
volunteers a week to support all of the
Mission's services.

Mentors - For career coaching
and job interview training.
Teachers - Bi-lingual who can
help with basic skills (ESOL,
GED).
Dentists/Hygenists - to add to
our volunteers for our clinic.
Translators - to work with
professional dental teams.
Counselors - (bi-lingual) to
help with needs assessments.

Immediate Needs
Beth-El Farmworker Ministry has an immediate need for the following items:

Deodorant
New Socks
Hats (baseball style)
Shampoo for Men, Women, & Children
Men's Pants Sizes 30-36
Toothpaste
Disposable Razors
Feminine Products
New Men's & Women's Underwear - All Sizes
Adult Diapers
Baby Wipes
Insect Repellent
Children & Youth Bibles
Sunblock
Adult Long Sleeve Button Up Shirts
Bar Soap

Dental Floss

Back to School Supplies Wish List
Every year Beth-El Ministries distributes about 500 backpacks to area children
returning to school.
Needed supplies include:

Back Pack
Set of Four 3 prong folders with
pockets (red, yellow, green, blue)
Three ring binder with pockets (1-2”)
Washable markers
Hand sanitizer
Coloring pencils
Tissue packs
Erasers of any type
Glue Sticks
Highlighters
Three hole dividers
Five subject notebooks
Pencil bags
Pencils
Pens
Protractors
Loose leaf paper

Upcoming Dental Clinic dates for extractions and
limited hygiene cleaning are: July 13th, August 10th,
and September 21st. Arrive early, clinic opens 7:30
AM.

A Printable Copy of this Newsletter is Available on our
Website at: www.beth-el.org or by emailing us at:
info@beth-el.org
Leave a Lasting Legacy

Consider making Beth-El Farmworker Ministry part of your will or living trust. Your gift will
help the farm working community for generations to come.

Support Beth-El Mission with your online contribution today.

Fueled by Volunteers and Your Faithful Prayers and Support
Our mailing address is:
18240 Highway 301 South
PO Box 860
Wimauma, FL 33598-0860
Phone: 813-633-1548
Email: info@beth-el.org
Web: www.beth-el.org

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry is open Monday through Thursday from 8a.m.
to 5p.m., Friday 8a.m. to 2p.m. Other times by appointment.

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry Staff
Rev. Kathleen (Kathy) Dain, Executive Director

ext. 223 email: director@beth-el.org

Rev. Tamara Leonard Lara, Pastor

ext. 222 email: pastor@beth-el.org

Roberto Villadoniga, Property Administrator

ext. 224 email: roberto@beth-el.org

MaryEllen Welton Barragan, Outreach Mgr

ext. 228 email: outreach@beth-el.org

Rosalva Serrano, Exec. Admin. Assistant

ext. 231 email: rosalva@beth-el.org

Kimberly Leonard, Bookkeeper

ext. 227 email: bookkeeper@beth-el.org

Lizseth Gallardo, Summer Intern

ext. 226 email: summer@ Beth-el.org

Extraordinary Support Staff:
Maria Galarza
Jesus Gallardo
Angel Santos
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