45TH ANNIVERSARY

It is easy to make your gifts:
- Check: Send a check payable to Beth-El Farmworker Ministry,
18240 HWY 301 S Wimauma, FL, 33598.
- Online: Visit our website at www.beth-el.org, click on the
We are a 501c3 non-profit organization.

EIN 59-3004876

Beth-El Farmworker

donate button, and make your safe online gift.
- Phone: If you need assistance we can also take your
information over the phone at 813-773-7597.

"God of hope, Prince of peace, Jubilee Judge,
and Lord of love, your goodness is beyond our wildest
imaginings. You give us more than we can think to ask, coming
to us with impossible possibility
in the union of flesh and spirit. Teach us to love this world and
all people as you love us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. God of
promise, God of hope, into our darkness come. Amen."
Office of Theology and Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
https://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/worship/pdfs/lighting_the_advent_wreath.pdf

Engage!
Volunteer!
info@beth-el.org

THE

Like and
Follow Us!
Facebook
Instagram
Twitter

Bookmark
our website
www.beth-el.org

Call Us:
813-633-1548
Write to:
18240 Hwy 301 S
Wimauma, FL
33598

WHAT IS ON YOUR LIST THIS YEAR?
translation: clothing
size for 8yo, doll house
kitchen, shoe size 14,
piano, stuffed dog.

These are actual wish lists from Beth-El's community children.

Children find joy in simple blessings. Children
want to belong, be connected, and have fun. Stickers, a
makeup kit, stuffed animals, art supplies, sports gear
are still hot items in any generation. Items such as
clothing and shoes always make the list because it's not
often that children in our community get to wear new
clothes. And yes, even iPhones make the list because
let’s face it, smartphones help us stay connected to the
rest fo the world.
The exchange of our children’s Christmas wish lists
connects us and builds our community where justice
and peace are possible even if only for a season.
Coming January 1st families in our community will
continue to struggle due to the disparity of wages,
access to agricultural jobs, and other ailments that
affect immigrant households. As we look into 2022 and
beyond, we are setting forth ambitious goals that seek
to find more permanent solutions for our families. In
order to achieve these goals, we need you. We are
counting on you adding Beth-El to your list.

Are you a list-maker? List-making is an activity
children engage in during Advent in anticipation for the
gifts under the tree on Christmas Day.
This year, we partnered with churches and
community groups to provide gifts to 85 children and
their families, who otherwise would have not found any
gifts underneath the Christmas tree. From a sample of
the lists the children in our community wrote we
gathered the following insights:
Children wrote a list that included items for their
parents. Children in our community often serve the role
of scribe and interpreter for their parents. We found that translation: gas stove, washer, table with 4 chairs, rugs for
family wish lists were written mostly by children
living room, water bottles, food, laundry detergent.
because their parents often have limited literacy in
Spanish and English.
Children included items for their household.
Perhaps these items made it into their lists because they
are writing on behalf of their parents. But a closer look
reflects that these are basic things we shouldn't have to
wait until Christmas to acquire them; a refrigerator, a
stove, laundry detergents, bottled water, etc.
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Beth-El's Christmas Wish List
project #1

Community Assistance Fund

project #4

$12,000 to help families end the year warm in their homes

Our former dining hall with beautiful tile floors
converted this year to an extension of the food
pantry to allow our volunteers to social distance
while preparing bags and sorting food. Tile floors
are not made for the weight of pallets, and have
been cracking since the move. A beautifully
installed epoxy concrete flooring will not only
resist the wear and tear produced by pallets,
pallet jacks, and forklifts but will also provide
beautiful flooring for other events in that space.

By October we ran out of all the grant money available to
help families with rent and utility bills. We have budgeted
an extra $12,000 for the remainder of the year to help
families in critical circumstances. Most recently, we
helped a young family pay for rent. The father was out of
work due to Covid-19 and the mother was recuperating
from a surgical intervention due to stomach cancer.

project #2

Build a Network of Connection

project #5

$10,000 to upgrade network for Managed IT Services

Our mission is growing and with that comes the need to expand
our network and IT services. As we prepare to open our
community computer lab that will offer access to our community to
the internet, we have the need for increased network security. The
computer lab will allow community members to learn English, apply
for jobs, and acquire computer literacy skills. In addition the
computer lab will serve as an additional resource for our Step Up
for Success scholars.

project #3

Quick Donation Drop Off

$2,000 for Outdoor Large Capacity Clothing Donation Bin
In 2022 we plan to open La Tiendita, our thrift store and community
closet, 5 days week. With the increased volume of clothing donations,
an outdoor clothing donation bin would expedite the process for
donors and staff. Currently donors make appointments to make their
drop-offs. With the bin clothing donors can stop by at their
convenience.

Pave the Way

$7,000 to Install Concrete Flooring in Extended Food Pantry

Welcoming Entryway
$4,000 to renovate our Welcome Awning
Our entrance awning needs a little love. The wood is rotting
and the roof needs to be replaced. We want our guests to
feel welcomed and know exactly that they have arrived at a
mission that cares.

project #6

Follow the Signs

$3,000 to Install New Signs on Campus

With all the operational changes we
made to accommodate the
challenges brought by the Covid-19
pandemic, we need new signs to let
people know where is the main
entrance, thrift store, food pantry,
donation drop-offs, church, and
dental clinic. We also need a sign
that tells guest which building is
Beth-El. We get a lot of guests
from the school and vice versa.
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