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Advent and Christmas Blessings!
Just before worship on November 27, a church member asked: “Is it OK to turn on
our Christmas tree lights although it was not yet Advent?” I said, “absolutely”. We
are all blessed by the joy of the light of the season! I thank God for the light of Jesus
Christ! As the Advent Season begins and we approach Christmastide, I give thanks
for faith, family and ministry at Nuevo Camino at the Beth-El Farmworker
ministry. Thank you to all who chose to support our ministry as we live out the love of
Jesus Christ with our neighbors in Wimauma, Florida.

Currently 35 families, 100 children and adults make up our community— 50-60
faithful on any given Sunday; immigrants or the children of immigrants from
Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and Puerto Rico. Parents, many of whom
are farm workers, put in long hours to provide for their children and virtually all live
below the federal poverty level. A vital part of our ministry centers on pastoral care
and Christian discipleship with children, youth and adults facing many challenges,
among them; low English proficiency,
housing instability, crime, low wages and
poverty.
Our
multi-cultural,
intergenerational
community
is
bound
together by our Christian culture and the
ties of faith and fellowship. We gather for
worship on Sundays and Wednesdays,
grounded in God’s Word, supporting one
another as we face life’s challenges and
serve the larger community through
mission activities at Beth-El.
December 15, we join with friends at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, New
Tampa. Dec. 22 (4p.m.) we gather for a Christmas celebration in worship, and
celebrate the ministry of the Rev. Kathy Dain. Following worship, we’ll host Santa
(5p.m.) and present the Adopt a Family gifts. I offer a special word of thanks to
congregations who blessed us through the program. We invite you to join us if
possible.
Peace and Blessings,

Tamara Leonard Lara
Missions Pastor, Nuevo Camino

Auld Lang Syne
Nearly five years ago I left the mission of
Beth-El for the first time. I had been one
of three candidates interviewed to
become the next executive director.
Immediately, I emailed my good friend
Maxine Perry and lamented, “Oh, God, I
think they are going to offer me the job!” I
was in a panic, overwhelmed at the
prospect of leading this well respected
mission. I could almost hear her Kentucky
twang on her emailed reply, “Kathy, God is stretching you!”
Words are completely insufficient to express how grateful I am to have served here
these last few years. God, indeed, did stretch me, but also opened my heart in ways
I never imagined. As I prepare to leave the mission later this month, I do so with a
renewed sense of optimism for this wonderful community. I am excited for the
ministry that lay ahead under Teresita’s leadership, and for all the marvelous ways
God will continue to intercede.
The last few weeks, the refrain from a Scottish poem penned by Robert Burns have
lingered in my mind:
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and auld lang syne*?
For auld lang syne, my jo,
for auld lang syne,
we'll tak' a cup o' kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.
God’s blessings to you all for the love and support you have shown me these years,
and most of all for the people of Beth-El.
Dios le bendiga,

Rev. Kathleen (Kathy) Dain
Executive Director

Beth-El Welcomes New Director
A new Executive Director has been named for Beth-El Farmworker Ministry.
According to Bill Eades, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, Teresita Matos-Post
will assume the duties effective January 1. She will take over from the Rev. Kathy
Dain who is following the call to return to pastoral ministry.
Teresita Matos-Post is a visionary
Christian leader with 11 years of
experience in the non-profit sector with a
passion for ministries of justice and
mercy. She comes to Beth-El Farmworker
Ministry with five years of experience as
the Lead Pastor in cross-cultural
appointments with the United Methodists
of Greater New Jersey.
During her
tenure, she homed in reconnecting
congregations with their demographically
shifting
communities.
She
also
collaborated in efforts to help eradicate
hunger and poverty and advocated to
support the immigrant community in New
Jersey.
Previously, Teresita served the Girl Scouts of Citrus Council in Orlando Florida for six
years in various roles. Her performance as Marketing Manager helped achieve the
development team’s fundraising goals and increase community partnerships.
Teresita is an alumna of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus, where
she earned a BA in Public Communications. In 2014, she graduated from Drew
Theological School in Madison, NJ with a Masters’ in Divinity.

Bill Eades
Chair, Beth-El Nominating

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor
rests.” Luke 2:14
May God’s peace be with all of our Beth-El friends during this advent season. We
are grateful to all of you who give so generously as you serve our
community. Ultimately it is all for the glory of God!
A special shout out to those who made Thanksgiving at the farm a smashing
success! We served over 375 young men a delicious meal with all the fixings. A
group of 90 men participating in the H-2A worker visa program had just arrived from
Chiapas, Mexico that morning. Our amazing team welcomed them with warm smiles
and many goodies.
It was truly a labor of love.
Muchas gracias!

Beth-El is also feeling the Christmas spirit as many donations are coming in for those
in our community. Thank you to all who are sharing joy and the love of Christ to our
community this Christmas.

Peace to you all as you celebrate the coming
of Our Savior! God is truly with us – Our
Emmanuel.
Les deseo una muy Feliz Navidad y un año
lleno de mucho amor y alegría.

MaryEllen Welton Barragan
Community Outreach Manager

Beth-El Welcomed back veterinarian Barry Kellogg and his wife Sally for the winter
season. Barry provided free vaccines for the pets of community members.

Hasta Luego, Kathy

Immediate Needs
Beth-El Farmworker Ministry has an immediate need for the following items:

Deodorant
New Socks
Hats (baseball style)
Bandanas
Men's Pants Sizes 30-36
Toothpaste
Disposable Razors
Feminine Products
New Men's & Women's Underwear - All Sizes
Adult Diapers
Adult Hoodies
Baby Wipes
Insect Repellent

Sunblock
Adult Long Sleeve Button Up Shirts
Bar Soap
Dental Floss
Drawstring Backpack Bag

I would like to become more involved at
Beth-El Mission as a Volunteer:
Step Up for Success Mentor
Food Pantry
Lead VBS
Organize a Workgroup
Organize a Food Drive
Organize a Clothing Drive

I would like to donate $_________
Summer Camp Scholarships
Back to School Program
VBS Supplies
Education Scholarships
Dental Clinic
Food Pantry
Mission's Greatest Need

A Printable Copy of this Newsletter is Available on our
Website at: www.beth-el.org or by emailing us at:
info@beth-el.org

Gift cards are a wonderful way to help
support the Beth-El community. The
cards can be used in a variety of ways
including for purchases of clothing,
food or fuel. To learn more, please
contact Kathy at Director@beth-el.org

Leave a Lasting Legacy

Consider making Beth-El Farmworker Ministry part of your will or living trust. Your gift will
help the farm working community for generations to come.

Support Beth-El Mission with your online contribution today.

Fueled by Volunteers and Your Faithful Prayers and Support
Our mailing address is:
18240 Highway 301 South
PO Box 860
Wimauma, FL 33598-0860
Phone: 813-633-1548
Email: info@beth-el.org
Web: www.beth-el.org

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry is open Monday through Thursday from 8a.m.
to 5p.m., Friday 8a.m. to 2p.m. Other times by appointment.

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry Staff
Rev. Kathleen (Kathy) Dain, Executive Director

ext. 223 email: director@beth-el.org

Rev. Tamara Leonard Lara, Pastor

ext. 222 email: pastor@beth-el.org

Roberto Villadoniga, Property Administrator

ext. 224 email: roberto@beth-el.org

MaryEllen Welton Barragan, Outreach Mgr

ext. 228 email: outreach@beth-el.org

Rosalva Serrano, Exec. Admin. Assistant

ext. 231 email: rosalva@beth-el.org

Kimberly Leonard, Bookkeeper

ext. 227 email: bookkeeper@beth-el.org

Yuridia Luviano, Dental Clinic Intern
Jose Villa, Intern
Extraordinary Support Staff:
Maria Galarza
Jesus Gallardo
Angel Santos
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