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Feeding the Mind, Body, and Spirit - Because YOU Care!

YOU CAN INCREASE THE IMPACT OF THE
WIMAUMA TOGETHER CAMPAIGN

body

Issue Num. 2

     What if you could help ease the anxiety of

Wimauma farmworkers with overdue rent and

utilities due to COVID–19? 

     As Hillsborough County’s eviction

moratorium comes to an end Aug. 1, operators of

the Wimauma Together hotline receive calls

daily from persons seeking financial

assistance.   

     A common scenario? As schools closed due

to the pandemic, single parents had to choose

between caring for their children or earning a

living as the picking season drew to a close.

This would be their slim chance to earn a little

money before migrating north to seek   

new employment opportunities. However, 

the chances to migrate North would be slim to

none.  Now that the farming season closes,

they must look for a new place to shelter

through the summer.  The average rent for

trailer homes in the area range between $600

to $1000 a month, a rate prohibitive for many

families who already survive under unstable

economic conditions. If the provider in the

home tests positive to Covid-19, the situation

moves from precarious to dangerous.

With that in mind, a group of 30 agencies in

south Hillsborough County formed the

Wimauma COVID-19 Rapid Response
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collaborative.  They report weekly on new

developments. Together they developed a response

strategy to raise awareness in Spanish and English

about the virus, raise funds to provide aid to

families in crisis, and deliver services to meet the

needs of the community. 

   Beth-El is serving as the fiscal 

agency for the collaborative and 

manages the Wimauma Together 

crisis hotline.  Three part-time 

staff operate the hotline, which went live July 6

and operates Monday -Friday from 7am to 7pm.    

     Hotline callers will encounter the kind response

of Intake Specialists, whose job is to connect them

with the appropriate agencies that offer services

such as food, clothing, Covid-19 testing, medical

screenings, legal services, business support, and

financial assistance.

     Abigail Garcia, 23, is the first shift Intake

Specialist and was born and raised in Wimauma
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to farm working parents. Abigail´s passion for

her community motivated her to serve in this

capacity. “I really care about this community.

It is important to me to be part of something

this worthy, to help people.” Abigail adds,

“This morning, one caller needed help with

paying her light bill, back to school supplies,

and clothing for her children. We were able to

fill all three needs.” 

     The collaborative raised $54k to get 

 this project off the ground, out of which $10k

are for community financial assistance to help

cover rent, utilities, and gas cards. You can

expect that, while helpful, the funds will run

out sooner than later.  Through your

contributions to Beth–El´s Community

Assistance fund, you will help stabilize the

lives of hard-working families in Wimauma

throughout this crisis.

We were able

to fill all three

[of her] needs.

-Abigail
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I am confident of this,

that the one who began

a good work among you

will bring it to

completion by the day

of Jesus Christ.

Philippians 1:6

Manatee Tech
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You can help many other vibrant students achieve the career of their dreams with your gifts to our scholarship
fund.  These scholars are setting the bar high for excellence, talent, and drive.  We are confident many others
will follow in their steps! May God bless them as they continue their journey.
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You can feel it, when the Spirit moves.  One morning

I was lured into the food pantry by the familiar sound

of an alabanza* my soul knows very

well. “Milagroso, abres camino, cumples promesas,

luz en tinieblas. Mi Dios asi eres tu.” “Way maker,

miracle worker, promise keeper, light in the darkness. 

 My God, that is who You are.”  There, working in

full harmony, I found the team we endearingly

call “Las Hermanitas”**, a group of three biological

sisters who worship at Nuevo Camino at Beth-El,

along with two of their friends. I watched them work

uninterrupted, gracefully packing food for those who

are food insecure in our community. I couldn't stop

myself from documenting that moment in a video.  I

later showed them the video and asked them what it

meant for them to serve at the food pantry during these

uncertain times.  “I feel good,” said Lupita, “Even

though we don’t get to go to 

church on Sundays, I get to spend 

time with these women, whom 

I love.  We work well together.”  

Soon after, las hermanitas 

shared lunch together.  They assigned each other what

to bring and sat around the table to break bread. “It is

truly a blessing to serve God doing good while serving

the community," adds Lourdes.

The faith community at Nuevo Camino
elected not to congregate to avoid exposure to
Covid-19.  Your contributions will enable
Rev. Tamara Leonard-Lara to continue offer
much needed pastoral care to the families in
our community.
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YOUR WORSHIP IS WITHIN GOD'S PEOPLE

Since Covid-19 impacted our faith community, Nuevo

Camino at Beth-El has seen a decrease of 73% in giving.

spirit By Teresita Matos-Post, Executive Director

 She continues,"We turn on the radio, and

while we might not be reading Scripture, I

feel connected to God through the work

and the music.” Berta chimed in, “We are

grateful God has brought us through

healthy and able to serve.  It is truly a

blessing.” In a time when we mourn the

loss of being able to congregate to worship

as we once did, the vision of “Las

Hermanitas” packing food for those who

are food insecure, while singing a song of

worship, reminded me that church is much

more than just an event on Sunday

mornings. It is truly a choice and a

lifestyle that is practiced everywhere. 

*alabanza: worship song

**Las Hermanitas: The Sisters

Due to Covid-19's

impact, the faith

community has seen 

a decrease of 73% in

monetary donations.



BE
  When you join Community BE, you are the BEarer

of the Good News of Jesus Christ to a world in
need.  You BElong to a community that BElieves

that consistent small acts of kindness create
lasting change in the mind, body, and spirit of

farmworkers and their families.

COVID-19 Wish List
Diapers Size 4 and 5
Sanitizer
Face Masks
Gloves
Paper Products
Sanitizing Detergents
Desinfecting Wipes

Gift Cards
Deodorant
Toothpaste 
Feminine Products
Adult Diapers
Baby Wipes
Toilet Paper

Bar Soap
Crackers
Pasta
Bread
Coffee
Rice
Oats

All Purpose Flour
Spaghetti Sauce
Powdered Milk
Evaporated Milk
Boxed Cereal
Canned Meats
Canned Fruits

Peanut Butter
Pancake Mix
Granola Bars
Apple Sauce
Macaroni & Cheese
Maseca Tortilla Mix
Rice & Beans

Welcome Home!

Community BE members receive: Beth-El T-Shirt and Mug, Behind-the-
Scenes Footage, Exclusive Live and Email Updates, Quarterly Newsletters, 
and Access to a Private Facebook Group.

To join Community BE use the donate button on www.beth-el.org
and make your monthly gift of $50 or more.

Engage!

Volunteer!
info@beth-el.org

Like and
Follow Us!
Facebook
Instagram

Twitter

Bookmark 
our website

www.beth-el.org

 Call Us:
813-633-1548

Write to:
18240 Hwy 301 S

Wimauma, FL
33598

Community


