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The Time of Our Lives
My old dog, Bob, would sit for hours beneath the
shade of an Oak tree intently studying the
movements of a squirrel mocking him from
above. I often imagined Bob devising a plot in
which to capture his prey. Clearly, Bob was a
very smart dog with no clue about time. It was
one of the many lessons I learned from my good
old dog, Bob.
 
I wrote this message a few weeks ago, shortly
before leaving for vacation. Why does it always
seem that time is more fleeting when a deadline
lay ahead? Surely, these are the times when
there are not enough hours in a day!
 
The ancient Greeks understood fully our dilemma with time. Indeed, the scribes of
our New Testament even delineated time through the use of two distinct
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words: Chronos and Kairos.  It was important, I believe, for the Greeks to
differentiate how they defined their use of time.
 
Chronos, as you might imagine described the linear movement of time—like the
second hand sweeping across a pocket watch, every minute precise and finite.
Unlike Kairos which offers a sense of the infinite—what I like to call, “Godly
moments”. They are the moments when time seems to be suspended – that moment
when you first behold your newborn child, or whisper farewell at that last goodbye.
I call these Godly moments because it seems to me that the incarnation of God in
Christ, Immanuel, is the revelation of  the infinite breaking into our finite lives. I love
my Godly moments at Beth-El.
 

Vero, a member of our community, whose smile
is as broad as her height, frequently volunteers at
the mission. You will see her helping in the pantry
or dental clinic, mopping floors, or packaging
resources; her energy and warmth are
contagious.

Communicating between the two of us has
always been a challenge, since my Spanish is
quite limited and her heart language is Spanish.

Recently she began taking ESOL classes, but learning new vocabulary and
pronunciation has been challenging. Undaunted, she continually seeks new
opportunities to learn. Before leaving for vacation, we shared a Godly moment as we
worked together using a language app on our community computer. Her learning
English is helping me with my Spanish. Upon my return Vero greeted me with
perfectly parsed English, saying, "Hello Kathy, how was your vacation?"  Surely, God
is in our midst!
 
My time with Vero is only one of many Kairos moments I share at Beth-El.  There is
the joy of watching many of our young people graduate from high school and make
plans for their future. There is also the sorrow of the homeless and forgotten. As I
rush to finish the last of my tasks before vacation, I know that the time spent in these
Godly moments will linger lovingly in my heart. 
 
In a world in such a rush, I invite you to ‘come and see’ how God is at work in the
ministry and people of Beth-El.
 
Dios le bendiga, 



Rev. Kathleen (Kathy) Dain
Executive Director

Original artwork by Kristy Burchard for Kathy's short story, "Lessons I Learned from My Dog".

!Saludos! Greetings!
The seasons are changing here in Florida.  The Summer
heat has arrived and the rains will soon come.  We are
preparing to celebrate with high school graduates and our
children and youth who are concluding the school year
during a special worship service on June 9 at 11a.m.  Many
agricultural workers here at Nuevo Camino at Beth-El and
the larger community are working long hours to bring in the
harvest, though some have already seen their hours
dwindle.   Soon work will end for many in our community
until late Fall.  Please hold our worshipping community in
your prayers as the seasons change.  

 
As I continue to build relationships and get to know this wonderful community I serve
in ministry with we find we are drawn to a couple points of focus:  seeking unity in
our diversity and desiring to grow in discipleship and stewardship of our time, talent,
and resources. We recently studied Ephesians 4: 1-16 in worship.  Community
leaders will continue to strive with the worshipping community in the areas of
Christian Education, service and stewardship.
 



I have learned that 10 of our 32 families work in
the field of agriculture and 6 families are retired.  I
have noted that since the end of 2018 at least 20
members of our worshipping community have
volunteered with the Beth-El Farmworker Ministry
through the dental clinic, the Tuesday Food
pantry, the monthly Feeding Tampa Bay food
distribution, or a recent community fair in
Wimauma.  We recently concluded a collection of
books and toys for children in an orphanage near
El Progreso, Honduras.  Near the end of last
month, we held a garage sale and sold food as
well. We collected donations from congregations
and individuals and 30 church members served to sort and price, set-up, cook food,
sell and clean-up following the event.  Other members of the community who were
not able to work purchased from the garage sale.  We prayed for God to bless us as
we worked and all involved felt incredibly blessed following a successful
fundraiser.  Thank you to all who sent in donations and prayed for the success of our
efforts.

   
15 But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole

body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s

growth in building itself up in love.  Ephesians 4: 15

 

Peace and Blessings,

Rev. Tamara Leonard Lara
Mission Pastor, Nuevo Camino



INSIDE & OUT 
In May the worshiping community of Nuevo Camino at Beth-El organized a garage
sale to  help raise support for their community.  The congregation also collected toys
and books to send to orphanages in Honduras.

Congratulations Graduates!

Three of Our Step Up for Success participants have graduated from
high school and are ready to embark on their next journey.  Yamilet will be attending
the Aveda Institute in Clearwater starting in August. She hopes to open up her own
salon one day.  Yuritzel graduated one year early and will be studying at Manatee
Technical College to become a Dental Hygienist.   José would like to find a part time
job and begin classes at Hillsborough Community College to be certified as a
Mechanical Engineering Technician.  They have all applied for the Beth-El
scholarship and we hope to be able to help them not only financially, but prayerfully
and with guidance from mentors. We are very proud of our graduates and ask that
you please keep them in your prayers.  If you would like to support our Step Up for
Success program financially or by being a mentor, please contact MaryEllen
at outreach@beth-el.org

Bendiciones,

MaryEllen Welton Barragán   
Community Outreach Manager
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Congratulations to all of this
year's Beth-El graduates!

Pictured:  Yamilet Serrano, Jose Villa, Isabel Sanchez, Yuritzel Luviano
ALL OF US AT BETH-EL ARE VERY PROUD OF YOU! 



RCMA VPK Graduation Day

Beth-El welcomed campus partner, RCMA, for a special celebration for these future
scholars.

Volunteer of the Month



Sue Homsher, a native of Colorado, has been volunteering at Beth-El Farmworker
Ministry's food pantry for two and a half years.

She has always considered herself as having the "the gift of service", so when her
friends, Carol and John, suggested volunteering at the mission's food pantry, it
peaked her interest.

Sue loves the diverse community which the mission serves. In the process, she has
also rekindled her knowledge and fluency of the Spanish language. Sue considers
herself blessed for the opportunty to be of service to others.  "In reality," Sue says, "I
get much more than I give."

Volunteer Opportunity for the Whole Church Family

We would like to celebrate and support expectant moms by having a gift of new
items for their babies. Would you consider hosting a “baby shower” and making baby
baskets for mothers to be?



 
Please contact MaryEllen for more information and volunteer opportunities
at outreach@beth-el.org
 

I would like to become more involved at
Beth-El Mission as a Volunteer:

◽

Step Up for Success Mentor

◽

Food Pantry

◽

Lead VBS

◽

Organize a Workgroup

◽

Organize a Food Drive

◽

Organize a Clothing Drive
 

I would like to donate $_________

◽

Summer Camp Scholarships

◽

Back to School Program

◽

VBS Supplies

◽

Education Scholarships

◽

Dental Clinic

◽

Food Pantry

◽

Mission's Greatest Need

Volunteer
Opportunities

 

Thank you 4th Graders from RCMA!
Beth-El volunteers come in all shapes,
sizes, and ages!  Many thanks to Mrs.
Reyes' 4th grade class who helped
pack bags for our food pantry. If you
would like to know more of how your
organization can help please email us
at outreach@beth-el.org. 

 

Beth-El has a number of

opportunities for volunteers who

would like to share their professional

skills to help improve the quality of

life of our farm working families,

including:

Mentors - For career coaching
and job interview training.
Teachers - Bi-lingual who can
help with basic skills (ESOL,
GED).
Dentists/Hygenists - to add to
our volunteers for our clinic.
Translators - to work with
professional dental teams.
Counselors - (bi-lingual) to
help with needs assessments.
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   Immediate Needs

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry has an immediate need for the following items:   

 

Bath Towels
Deodorant
New Socks
Hats (baseball style)
Shampoo for Men, Women, & Children
Men's Pants Sizes 30-36
Toothpaste 
Disposable Razors
Feminine Products
New Men's & Women's Underwear - All Sizes
Adult Diapers
Baby Wipes
Insect Repellent
Small Flashlights for Cedarkirk Campers
Children & Youth Bibles
Sunblock
Adult Long Sleeve Button Up Shirts
Bar Soap

 

Back to School Supplies Wish List
 
Every year Beth-El Ministries distributes about 500 backpacks to area children
returning to school. 



Needed supplies include:
 

Back Pack
Set of Four 3 prong folders with
pockets (red, yellow, green, blue)
Three ring binder with pockets (1-
2”)
Washable markers
Hand sanitizer
Coloring pencils   
Tissue packs
Erasers of any type
Glue Sticks
Highlighters
Three hole dividers
Five subject notebooks
Pencil bags
Pencils
Pens
Protractors 
Loose leaf paper

A Printable Copy of this Newsletter is Available on our
Website at: www.beth-el.org or by emailing us at:

info@beth-el.org

Leave a Lasting Legacy

 Consider making Beth-El Farmworker Ministry part of your will or living trust.  Your gift will
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help the farm working community for generations to come.

Support Beth-El Mission with your online contribution today.

Fueled by Volunteers and Your Faithful Prayers and Support
 

Our mailing address is:  
18240 Highway 301 South
PO Box 860
Wimauma, FL 33598-0860
Phone: 813-633-1548
Email: info@beth-el.org
Web: www.beth-el.org
 

 

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry is open Monday through Thursday from 8a.m.
to 5p.m., Friday 8a.m. to 2p.m.  Other times by appointment.

 

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry Staff

Rev. Kathleen (Kathy) Dain, Executive Director               ext. 223   email: director@beth-el.org

Rev. Tamara Leonard Lara, Pastor                                  ext. 222  email: pastor@beth-el.org

Roberto Villadoniga, Property Administrator                    ext. 224  email: roberto@beth-el.org 

MaryEllen Welton Barragan,  Outreach Mgr                    ext. 228  email: outreach@beth-el.org

Rosalva Serrano, Exec. Admin. Assistant                       ext. 231  email: rosalva@beth-el.org

Kimberly Leonard, Bookkeeper                                       ext. 227  email: bookkeeper@beth-el.org 

Lizseth Gallardo, Summer Intern                                     ext. 226  email: summer@ Beth-el.org        

                      

Extraordinary Support Staff:

        Maria Galarza

http://beth-el.org/donate/


        Jesus Gallardo

        Angel Santos

        Arturo Lozano
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